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. 2 is wed. 
Assault Case in Police Court 


Dismissed by H.M.. Registrar | owen 


£ HE case against Mr. D. G. J. Keet, who was charged Mrs. . 
E. C. Palmer-Baker with having struck her on the fac@ with 
his closed fist on the evening on June 19, was dismissed in MY M, 
Police Court yesterday when Mr. C. H. Haines, Registrar. found the 
defendant not guilty of the charge. Thus, the case of a couple of 
unneighbourly “neighbours” in Passage 316, Route Paul Legendre, 


was brought to a close. 


Unlike the first session, in which Mrs. Palmer-Baker attempted 
to conduct her own case, the complainant was represented by Mx. 


aan a: McDonald yesterday. Mr. E. Ao Hartopp apppared for 


sfendant. 

In’ his summing-up: Mr. Haine 
said that he was struck by the fa 
that complainant was ar_ excitable 
person and that it was nossible that 
she had thought that sh: had beer 
struck while she was -truggling to} 
close her garden gate o:: the de-. 
fendant. The injury was of such wi 
nature that it was quite possible that 
she could have been stick by the 
gate on its rebourd: Mr. Haines re- 
ferred ta the evidence >f complai- 
nant's amah in which witness haa 
said that the mark was pink on the 
next morning. 


Mr. Hartopp's request for costs in 
; favour of the defendant, who, he said 
;“was not very blessed in the world,” 
| was not granted by the Registrar. 


Mrs. M. Cock was the first witness 
called yesterday and <he testifiea 
‘that she was at Mrs. Palmer-Baker’s 
home, together with Mrs. M. E. Paus, 
on June 19, leaving the i:cuse soon: 
after the evening news »roadcast at' 
8 p.m. Mrs. Palmer-Bak:-r was per-: 
oe well and happy when they left, 


Telephone Call Received { 


As goon as she got home, however. 
Mrs. Cock received a te) phone call 
from Mrs. Palmer-Baker, aking her 
to come back. witness im- 

Mr3, Paus 


ing to witness, had her :‘ght chee 
red and swollen. 


there til a li 
8.18 ‘p.m, There was 


AF 


witness & 
plaintiffs right cheek 
that she 


read 
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‘face, Defendant then caught the 
door and made an attempt to reason 
with her. adding that Mrs. Palmer- 
Baker started shouting at him. tell- 
ing him that she did not wish to 
epeak ‘vith him and calling fim a 
“big bully.” 

Seeing it was hopeless tS continue, | 
defendant released the door (perhaps 
a little too suddenly) and walk- 
ed away. He then heard = Mrs. 
Palmer-Baker come out. shouting 
“Now you've hit me. eh?” and “I’ll 
call the police. I'll send you to 
prison.” 

Defendant saw her pointing to her 
right cheek and saw that it was 
amudged. After telling her that he 


‘did not hit her. the defendant turned 


away. A minute or so later. as he 
was proceeding to the tram. stop 
near the LS.S. Apartmerts in Avenue | 
Joffre, he saw her ruaning toward 
Route Loriez, shouting i. Chinese, 
“A foreigner hit me.” 


Wanted to Settle Affair 


Cross-examined by plaintiff's 
lawyer, Mr. Keet stated that he knew 


! that she did not want to see him or 


tak with him, having on previous 
occasions throwa his letterg over the 
fence, but added that he had to settle © 


tee affair and that this was a 


1 


\ 


“He Bit My Dog's Eye,” Witness Subs 
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Briton Faces Court For 
Assaulting Elderly Lady 


Mr. D. Q@. J. Keet, Bruton. was* 
charged with-assuulttng and hitting 
Mrs. Evelyn Oatberine Paimer-Bak- 
er with a clegched fist by Registrar 
Cc. H. Haines. in the British Poltce 
Court yesterday. Mr. Kect pleaded 
hot guilty to the charge and the 
Case was adjourned to Monday 10° 
um. pending medical evidence in 
connectton with the alleged assault.. 
* Mr. Psilmer-Baker, un elderly. 
woman, claimed that Mr. Keet hit 
her with a clenched fist at 8.50 p.m. 
June 19. when. after escorting ner 
friends out of her house. 316 Route 
Patil Legendre, House 3. she met 
Mr. Keet. who blamed her for not 
closing the gate @f the lane and hit 
her on the right cheek with a clen- 
ched fist. 

She further claimed that she rush- 
ed out to call a policeman. but as 
she. could not find one. she went to 
the Avenue Petain Police Station. 
and then went to the Country Hes- 
pital where she Abtnined a medical 


but that it was the gate whe it 
bounced back on her. Mrs. Palmer- 
Baker. nearly in tears maintained 
tnat she was hit by tne defenaant. 

Mr. Hartopp hinted that relations 
yelween the two neighbor, were 
trained, and to& the complamant 
thet in view of her state of nervous- 
Ness she imagined that Mr. Keet 
had hit her. and asked he: io re- 
cecnsker her statements. Mrs. 
Palmer-Baker at this point openly 
cried, and in a choking voice said. 
“T have been ill since Mr. Keet mov- 
td Jnto the house next ta imine.” 

Megtstrar Haines to! Mrs. 

Palmer-Baker te csst, and five 

minutes later Mr. Hartopp re- 

tumed his cross-examinatiun. 

At this point the complainant was 

beginning tu get cenfused, and 

taid' that Mr. Keet kept bees, - 
and that “he bit my deg in the 
<ye”. People in the courtroom 

chuckled. , 

“I understand that you keep a 
Savage dog.” Mr. Hartopp stated. 
“He ts my Scotty. and I love him.” 
Mrs. Palmer-Baker replied. Con- 

uing Mrs. Palmer-Baker said. 

: told the police on me, 


When I started building a new win- 
Cry a 


trent of the; t 4s 

a gate wi was closed because of] wis. Palmer-Baker's aman testifi- 

the mu thefta in that district.ted that@she saw a bruise of her 
Qn the t of: alleged a5-jemployer's cheek, but stated that 

saulé, Mr. topp' suggested, Mr. aid not: see Mr. Keet hit her 

Keet met Mrs. Palmer-Baker and] mistress Before cone! Re- 


of answermig, she walked past 


and 17 e. garden, gate . 
him, and ‘tha war a 

G trons. Mr. Keet thas banlsed:ber 

. a7 


s~Heipes told. Mrs. , 
Bager that she could-ask Dr. | 


to testify.for her, and adfourzed 
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Briton Faces 


Assault Charge 


A story of continual animosity 
between two next-door neighbours 
that finally led to an alleged assault 
was unfolded in H. M. Police Court 
yesterday before Registrar C. H. 

‘ Haines when Mrs. E. C, Palmer- 
Baker filed a charge of assault 
against Mr. D. G. J. Keet, accusing 
the latter of having struck her on 
the face with his closed fist. The 
assault was said to have taken place 
on the evenirg of June 19 at the 
entrance of the complainant's home 
in Passage 316, 3 Route Paul 
Legendre, 

Mr Haines adjourned the hearing 
to next Monday in ogder that the 
complainant may call in witnesses te 
provide medical evidence, 

Throughout yesterday's session, the 
complainant, an _ elderly woman, 
showed signs of evident distress and, 

: one stage of the cross-examina- 
' 


tion by the defendant's counsel, she 
broke down into tears. Mrs, Palmer- 
Baker was not represented in court: 
she was unfamilar with the routine 
of the court and on numerous occa- 
sions she had to be enlightened on 
matters of legal procedure by the 
Registrar. Defendant was _repre- 
sented by Mr. E. L. Hartopp and 
Pleaded not guilty. 


Leng-Standing Friction 


| The twe principals in 
Case were next-door icone x in 
Passage 316 of 3 Route Paul 


the gate to the passage being left 

opened; it was also the nténtion 

of the complainant that’ Mr. Keet 

had “told on her’ when he informed 

the French police of her building 
operations which she had begun 

without obtaining permission. 

Iv was this series of grievances , 

which was said to have ‘ed to the 

assault that took place at about 

18.20 on the evenings of June 19, 
According to Mrs. Palmer-Baker's 
evidence, she had seen a couple of 

lady friends to the main gate of the 
passage, On the way back to her 

' own house, Mr. Keet ran out of his 

house and shouted. “Why did vor 

[leave the gate open?” Complainant 

{ said she paid no notice to him as - 
the gate was already closed, 


Police Informed 


Thereupon, as she entered her own 
gate and before she could bolt it, 
defendant forced open the gate and 
struck her on the right cheek. She 
telephoned the matter to the French 
| Police and they took her to the Ste, 
Marie Hospital for treatment: she ~ 
was later given a medical certificate 
| by the Country Hospital 

In the cross-examination by Mr. 
Hartopp, the complainant denied 
thag she had worked herself up after 
leerning that Mr. Keet had informed 
:*he French Police of her building 
j alterations and that her report of 
an assauly was an imaginary one, 
She strongly denied that she was 
an unpleasant neighbour with: ‘Tt; 
isn't true, it’s the other way around!” ' 

Only one witness was brought up’ 
in court yesterday. Mrs. Palmer- 
Baker bringing forward her Chinese 
amah to testify. Witness could throw | 
little light on the assault as she! ¢ 


court that friction between the twu — only the altercation from in- 


side the house and when she had 
out saw only her mistress 


| defendant, Witness declared that 


logger-heads 
had disagreed on the t af she saw a black mark her “4 
they righ’ plo mark on em 


$0 the passage; complainant had 


t it was on the left 


The Be was adjourned at this 
point without the defendant having 
yet been called to give his evidence, 


